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Prophecy referring to Christ. — It is not too fine a distinction to make between 
Prophecy as referring to Christ, and prophecy as fulfilled in Christ. The two 
mark different standpoints in our view of prophecy, the one being the prospective 
or speculative, the other the retrospective or historic view of it. But it seems to 
me that Christian divines have not only quitted their high vantage-ground of his- 
torical fact, but acted contrary alike to sound reasoning and the example of the 
New Testament, in disputing whether or not certain individual prophecies refer- 
red to Christ, instead of first presenting their actual historical fulfillment in him. 
Had they begun with this, they would have exhibited the fundamental principle 
which underlies all prophecy, and shown the true sense in which these predictions 
must refer to Christ. 

It is altogether a narrow principle which has been applied to the study of 
prophecy, and which too often results in disputes about words instead of present- 
ing the grand and indubitable facts of fulfillment. There are persons who argue 
very strangely in regard to this matter. It is sometimes supposed that those who 
uttered a prophecy, perhaps even those who heard it , must have understood its 
full meaning, its complete Messianic bearing, or at least have had full conception 
of the personal Messiah as now in the light of fulfillment we know him. And 
when it is shown that this could not have been the case, it is forthwith rashly 
concluded that the Messianic application for which we contend is erroneous. But 
it is a kind of Jewish literalism which lies at the basis of this erroneous view of 
prophecy, a narrow and utterly unspiritual view of it, a mechanical view also, 
which treats fulfillment in its relation to prophecy as if it were a clock made to 
strike the precise quarters of the hour. But it is not so . The fulfillment is always 
both wider and more spiritual than the prediction. It contains it and much more, 
and it can only be properly understood when viewed in its relation to prophecy as 
a whole. For it is evident that, if we were to maintain that those who uttered 
or who heard these predictions had possessed the same knowledge as we in the 
light of their fulfillment, these things would follow : First. Prophecy would have 
superseded historical development, which is the rational order, and God's order. 
Secondly. In place of this order we would introduce a mechanical and external 
view of God's revelation, similar to that which in theology has led to the fatal 
notion of a mechanical inspiration, and which in natural science (viewed from 
the theological standpoint) scouts the idea of development, and regards all as 
absolutely finished from the beginning— views which have been the bane of much 
that otherwise would have been sound in Natural Theology and Apologetics, and 
which have proved destructive to the old supernaturalism, involving in its fall 
much that was true, and which has now to be digged out of the ruins and built up 
anew. Thirdly. It would eliminate from God's revelation the moral and spirit- 
ual element — that of teaching on his part, and of faith and advancement on ours. 
Fourthly. It would make successive prophecies needless, since all has been al- 
ready from the first clearly and fully understood. Lastly. Such a view seems in 
direct contradiction to the principle expressly laid down in 1 Pet. i., 10, 11, as ap- 
plicable to prophecy. — Edersheim , s Prophecy and History in relation to the Messiah. 



